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85.5%
unique magnetic properties 

make steel easy and 
economical to separate from 

any waste stream

100% of recycled steel
is used in a closed

material loop

the most recycled 
packaging material

in Europe with 85.5% 
recycled in 2020

all primary steel plants 
across Europe use steel scrap 

as a cooling agent for 
new steel
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Recycling close to home
Over 90% of the European population lives 
within 200 km of a steel recycling plant, 
which makes recycling practical, sustainable 
and local.

STEEL PLANT NETWORK
● �Steel plant = Recycling plant

● �Area within 200 km of a steel 
recycling plant

● �Area further than 200 km from  
a steel recycling plant



THE REFERENCE FOR
STEEL FOR PACKAGING IN EUROPE

ZERO STEEL
PACKAGING TO LANDFILL

by 2050

RECYCLING RATE 
is the key environmental 
performance indicator.

COMBAT FOOD WASTE
No other packaging material equals steel’s 

strength, total barrier properties or shelf life.

We are committed to help Europe improve 
its use of resources, reduce waste and achieve its circular economy vision

APEAL - the Association of European Producers of steel for packaging.
Founded in 1986, APEAL represents:
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We are committed to help Europe improve � 
its use of resources, reduce waste and close the material loop

Strict criteria for 
defining recyclability

 Recycled content targets for 
materials with low recyclates 

demand and uptake

Specific waste reduction 
targets per material

%
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