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Brussels, 10 December 2009 

Steel for packaging: Europe’s recycling leader   
A landmark 70% of steel packaging now recycled in Europe  

 
The latest figures from APEAL (the Association of European Producers of Steel for Packaging) 
show that 70% of steel packaging is recycled in Europe.  This represents over 2.5 million tonnes 
of food and drinks cans and other steel containers being recycled in 2008, saving 3.9 million 
tonnes of CO2.  According to the latest available data, this places recycling rates for steel above 
those of other packaging materials such as plastic, beverage cartons and glass (29%1, 33%2 and 
62%3

 
 respectively). 

Top performer 
Steel’s outstanding performance owes much to its unique material properties. The fact that steel is 
magnetic makes it the easiest and most cost effective material to sort and recover. When household 
waste is recycled, these magnetic properties enable steel packaging to be easily separated from cartons, 
plastic, and other packaging materials. Unlike other materials, steel loses none of its strength or inherent 
qualities, no matter how many times it is recycled.  

 
 

 
 
 

Made to be recycled 
Another reason for steel’s continued recycling success is that the recycling process is embedded into 
steel production. Put simply: to make steel, you have to use recycled steel. This means that every steel 
plant is a recycling plant, producing steel of virgin quality while saving valuable resources. 
Complementing this is a network of well-established routes for collection and recovery of steel cans 
across Europe which has helped to ensure recycling excellence.  
 
Saving energy and carbon 

                                                 
1 Source : Plastics Europe (2008) 
2 Source : ACE (2008) 
3 Source : FEVE (2007) 
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By integrating recycled steel into the manufacturing process the industry achieves energy savings of 70% 
and lowers its output of CO2.. In fact, each item of recycled steel packaging saves one and a half times its 
weight of CO2. So the more steel is recycled, the more CO2 emissions are reduced. 
 
“Once again steel is setting the standard for recycling across Europe and demonstrating that by 
recycling we can make an important contribution to reducing CO2 emissions.” said Guillaume de 
Formanoir, President of APEAL.  
 
Improved recycling performance across the board 
In 2008, the recycling rate for steel packaging continued to grow throughout Europe rising by 1.4% from 
the 2007 total. Belgium was once again Europe’s recycling champion where 93% of steel packaging was 
recycled. Germany, Luxembourg and the Netherlands follow closely behind, recycling over 87% of their 
steel containers.  

 
 
 
 

 
For further information: 

  
Anne Starkie-Alves 
Communications Manager 
Tel: +32/2 535 72 03 
Fax: +32/2 537 86 49 
a.starkie@apeal.be    

For specific background on technical issues: 
 

Jean-Pierre Taverne  
Environmental & Technical Affairs Manager 
Tel: +32/2 535 7205 
j.p.taverne@apeal.be      

  
www.apeal.org  
   

Steel for packaging is a unique material with exceptional performance capabilities. It is 100 per cent 
recyclable without any loss in quality and its magnetic properties make it the easiest and most economical 
packaging material to sort and recover. Its outstanding characteristics such as strength, formability and 
durability offer numerous benefits for the packaging of a wide variety of products. 

 
APEAL, the association of European producers of steel for packaging represents 95% of the total 
production of steel for packaging in Europe. Its members are ArcelorMittal, Corus Packaging Plus, 
Rasselstein and US Steel Kosice.   

mailto:a.starkie@apeal.be�
mailto:a.starkie@apeal.be�
mailto:j.p.taverne@apeal.be�
http://www.apeal.org/�
http://www.apeal.org/�


APEAL PRESS RELEASE - 2008 RECYCLING ACHIEVEMENTS –DECEMBER 2009 
 

 3 

 


	Brussels, 10 December 2009
	Steel for packaging: Europe’s recycling leader
	A landmark 70% of steel packaging now recycled in Europe

	The latest figures from APEAL (the Association of European Producers of Steel for Packaging) show that 70% of steel packaging is recycled in Europe.  This represents over 2.5 million tonnes of food and drinks cans and other steel containers being recy...
	“Once again steel is setting the standard for recycling across Europe and demonstrating that by recycling we can make an important contribution to reducing CO2 emissions.” said Guillaume de Formanoir, President of APEAL.
	Improved recycling performance across the board
	In 2008, the recycling rate for steel packaging continued to grow throughout Europe rising by 1.4% from the 2007 total. Belgium was once again Europe’s recycling champion where 93% of steel packaging was recycled. Germany, Luxembourg and the Netherla...

