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TraceabilityTraceability ofof steelsteel for packaging for packaging 

Example from Mill #1
Traceability of steel coil and

sheets
From caster to warehouse

Traceability of Steel for packaging products

Cast Nr.

- Furnace Nr.
- Slab Nr.
- Steel grade

Hot rolled coil / Traceability

Process data
Analytical 

data
Quality data

e.g.   924351

All records 
are collected in 

internal 
Computer-based 

Data Systems,
available and kept for 

min. 2 years!

Info!

Mill #1
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Traceability of Steel for packaging products

Slab Nr.
Process data

Analytical data
Quality data

- Hot rolled coil 
series Nr. (HRC)

Hot rolled coil Nr.

e.g.   A03208

Monthly data

Physical marking of hot rolled 
coil Nr. at the external surface 

of the coil

Hot rolled coil  
series

Run Nr. 
within the HRC series

Mill #1

Traceability of Steel for packaging products

Cold rolled coil / TraceabilityPickling

Cold-rolling

Degreasing

Origin - Order Nr.
(Customer- Specification)

TP Mill - Order Nr.
e.g. WA 265440 (6 digits) 

Cold rolled coil Nr.
e.g.  Kb 1630171 (7 digits)

49449
Run Nr. for tinplate

< 50000

Info & Communication System
Computer-based logistic system

Process Reference
Standard value

Quality Reference

Coil ID Nr.
e.g.   ID Nr. 31 - 208 - 01

Traceability through
Marking on products
or accompanying 
Documents

•Physical marking
•ID Label (Bar Code)
•Information & 
•Communication 
•System

Serial Nr. Run Nr Coil Nr

System  Reference Nr. Coil Split Nr.

System reference Nr.

Info !

Batch annealing Continuous annealing

Mill #1
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Traceability of Steel for packaging products

Cold rolled strip/ Traceability

Tinning line

Film laminating

Cutting Splitting

Warehouse

Internal Identification

During the whole production process, each 
Material Unit receives a

Material accompanying Label. 
These labels contain

Information about the status and 
Identification of the material unit. 

The identification is managed through 
the Information & Communication System

and enables traceability

Info!

Temper rolling Mill #1

Traceability of Steel for packaging products

Finished product / Marking

Coil

Tinplate sheets

Splitted Coil

At the packing station, 
the finished product receives

a customer specific Odette label
with a unique pack number.
Through this pack number, 

the traceability of 
all production steps
is ensured until the

hot rolled coil. 

e.g.  001646771

e.g.  134145062 

e.g.  394152184 

Pack – Nr.

Info!Cold rolled coil Nr.System reference

Last Production Serial Nr. Year Delivery Day
Hour

See example of  Tinplate sheets

Mill #1
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TraceabilityTraceability ofof steelsteel for packaging for packaging 

Illustration of upstream & 
downstream traceability from a 

steel coil delivered to a beverage
can manufacturer

Supplier: Mill #2

Coil number: 
244018A

Example of coil identification 
prior to delivery to customer.
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Pickled coil 
number: 244018

Hot rolled coil 
number: 2361-033

Slab number: 
K0122-303

Cast number: 
K0122

A few 100 tonnes of 
molten steel with known 
chemical composition

20 – 30 slabs produced

Each slab receives a 
unique serial number 

(e.g. from K0122-301 to 
K0122-330) based on the 

cast number

One-to-one relationship 
between a slab and a hot 

strip coil

One-to-one relationship 
between a hot strip coil 

and a pickled coil

Supplier: Mill #2

Final coil number: 
244018A

At cold rolling, the 
pickled coil was split in 
at least 2 coils (due to 

elongation)

ExampleExample ofof coilcoil traceabilitytraceability
fromfrom Mill #2Mill #2
--basedbased on on thethe information on information on 
thethe coilcoil labellabel
((seesee previousprevious slideslide))

Slabs marked with a spraying robot (Mill #2)
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Other Example of coil labels – Mill #3

Label of Polymer-coated steel – Mill #2
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Big bag of granulates for polymer-coated
steel – Mill #2


